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WILKINSBURG BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING

Legislative Session

November 18, 2009

CALL TO ORDER
President Moore called the meeting to order at approximately 7:17 PM in Council Chambers, second floor of the Municipal Building, 605 Ross Ave., Wilkinsburg, PA.  

ROLL CALL
The roll was called to establish a quorum.  Council members present were:  Ms. Edwards, Ms. Ervin, Ms. Evans, Ms. Trice, Mr. Cohn, Mr. Lewis, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Ms. Nicholas and President Moore. Also present were Mayor John Thompson, Borough Solicitor Isobel Storch and Marla P. Marcinko, Borough Manager.  A quorum was established.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, President Moore referred Council and meeting attendees to the Wilkinsburg Borough Council Rules of Conduct for meetings of Council.  
PUBLIC COMMENT
Deborah Manns – 1538 Montier St. – Commented on the condition of the RJ Cannon property on Montier Street.  Believes that the manner in which cars are parked at this location is creating a hazardous situation.  
Pamela Macklin – 1428 Marlboro Ave. – As Chairperson of the Planning Commission, she relayed the Commission’s recommendation for the approval of the subdivision plan for 506-508 Jeanette St. and Crescent Land Development Plan subject to two conditions which involve the lighting plan and the soil erosion and sedimentation control plan.   She expressed concern regarding the Community Art and Civic Design Commission and believes the projects should be reviewed by the Planning Commission as land developments.  She inquired as to whether the Commission has authority for final approval.  Ms. Macklin commented on the Animals-at-Large Ordinance and animals in park areas.  She stated that she felt that the Parks & Recreation ordinance seemed a bit punitive.  She inquired as to the date in the preliminary budget to which actual figures were updated.  Ms. Marcinko responded that the year-to-date figures were updated through November 13.  She commented that special legal fees were very high.  She commented about understaffing in the Department of Public Works and expressed concern regarding the organizational structure in the Police Department and amount spent on overtime.  Ms. Macklin expressed concern on the closing of UPMC Braddock Hospital and supports the hospital remaining open. 
Kate Grannemann – 622 Whitney Ave. #7 – Commented that she is involved in a leadership program and extended an invitation for Wilkinsburg residents to participate in an enhancement of community spirit by caroling on December 19, 2009 from 6:00-7:00 PM.  A party follows at Hosanna House for participants and their family members from 7:15 – 8:00 PM.  
Gwin Spencer-2350 Collins Rd. – Commented that she is new to the community and requested a copy of the 2010 budget for review.  She also inquired into plans for replacement/repair of infrastructure in terms of water and sanitary sewer systems.  Barbara Burley – 2054 Kendon Dr. W. – Inquired as to the status of code issues raised at the meeting of October 21, 2009.  She also expressed concern regarding the condition of Graham Blvd.
Kate Luxemburg – 432 Rebecca Ave. –Distributed a report to Council members on delinquent taxes owed and amounts paid to Portnoff Law Associates.  
Renee Piechocki – Responded to concerns raised by Ms. Macklin regarding the role of the Community Art and Civic Design Commission.  The Commission will not be reviewing any land developments and the Commission is a legislative body appointed by Council.
ORDINANCES ON SECOND READING

Ordinance No. 2826
Amending Chapter 112 of the Wilkinsburg Code of Ordinances Article II relating to Animal Nuisances.
Moved:  Mr. Cohn




Second:  Ms. Nicholas
Yes:  Ms. Ervin, Ms. Evans, Ms. Trice, Mr. Cohn, Mr. Lewis, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, 

          Ms. Nicholas, Ms. Edwards, President Moore

Motion carried

Ordinance No. 2827 
Amending Chapter 194.3 of the Wilkinsburg Codified Ordinances relating to Loitering.

Moved:  Mr. Cohn




Second:  Ms. Evans

Yes:  Ms. Ervin, Ms. Evans, Ms. Trice, Mr. Cohn, Mr. Lewis, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson,    

         Ms. Nicholas, Ms. Edwards, President Moore

Motion carried

Ordinance No. 2828 
Providing for reporting requirements for Pawnbrokers and Dealers in Second-Hand Goods.

Moved:  Mr. Cohn




Second:  Ms. McCarthy-Johnson
Yes:  Ms. Evans, Ms. Trice, Mr. Cohn, Mr. Lewis, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Ms. 

          Nicholas, Ms. Edwards, Ms. Ervin, President Moore

Motion carried

Ordinance No. 2829 
Amending Chapter 191 of the Wilkinsburg Code of Ordinances, Section 191-1 relating to Rules and Regulations for Parks and Recreation areas and Section 191-2 relating to Violations and Penalties.
Moved:  Ms. McCarthy-Johnson


Second:  Ms. Nicholas

Yes:  Mr. Cohn, Mr. Lewis, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Ms. Nichols, Ms. Edwards, Ms.
          Ervin, Ms. Evans, Ms. Trice, President Moore

Motion carried
Ordinance No. 2831
Establishing a Community Art and Civic Design Commission for the purpose of reviewing, making recommendations and approving proposed designs for new and renovated structures, Landscapes, Works of Art, Memorials, and Monuments on all public property and on all private property designated for commercial use.

Moved:  Ms. Nicolas




Second:  Ms. McCarthy-Johnson

Yes:  Ms. Trice, Mr. Cohn, Mr. Lewis, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Ms. Nicholas, Ms. 

         Edwards, Ms. Evans, President Moore

No:  Ms. Ervin

Motion carried 8:1
RESOLUTIONS
09-102  
Preliminary adoption of the 2010 budget and release for public inspection.

Moved:  Mr. Cohn




Second:  Ms. McCarthy-Johnson

Ms. Ervin questioned the schedule for adoption.  

Yes:  Mr. Cohn, Mr. Lewis, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Ms. Nicholas, Ms. Edwards, Ms. 

          Ervin, Ms. Evans, Ms. Trice, President Moore

Ms. Edwards requested it be noted that she was voting in favor of the budget due to procedural requirements.  She continues to have concerns about the proposed budget.  
Motion carried

09-103   
Approving Council Meeting Minutes of 10/07/09 and 10/21/09.

Moved:  Ms. Evans




Second:  Mr. Cohn

Yes:  Mr. Cohn, Mr. Lewis, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Ms. Nicholas, Ms. Edwards, Ms.

          Evans, Ms. Trice, President Moore

Abstain:  Ms. Ervin

Motion carried
09-104    
Approving October Checks Issued.
Regular Distributions 10/1/09-10/31/09

$1,276,877.77

Payroll Disbursements


            $   531,207.01

Voided Checks




$         (683.20)
Total






$1,807,401.58

Moved:  Mr. Cohn




Second:  Ms. McCarthy-Johnson

Yes:  Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Ms. Nicholas, Mr. Cohn, Ms. Evans, President Moore

No:  Mr. Lewis, Ms. Trice, Ms. Ervin, Ms. Edwards

Motion carried 5:4

09-105   
Reappointing Ernestine Stevens to the Planning Commission to serve a four-year term commencing on October 18, 2009 and continuing through October 17, 2013.

Moved:  Mr. Lewis




Second:  Ms. McCarthy-Johnson
Yes:  Ms. Ervin, Ms. Evans, Ms. Trice, Mr. Cohn, Mr. Lewis, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson,

          Ms. Nicholas, Ms. Edwards, President Moore

Motion carried

On motion by Ms. Edwards, second by Mr. Cohn, Resolutions 09-106, 09-109, 09-110 and 09-113 were placed on a consent agenda.  
CONSENT AGENDA
09-106   
Appointing Nida Lapsys to the Citizens Advisory Committee on Shade
Trees to fill the unexpired term of Parthenia Brown which will continue 

through January 31, 2011.

09-109  
Approving the hiring of Richard Cruse as a School Crossing Guard at the rate of $8.00 per hour.  Act 33 and 34 clearances have been received.

09-110   
Approving the hiring of Cecil Rice as a School Crossing Guard at the rate of $8.00 per hour.  Act 33 and 34 clearances have been received.

09-113   
Approving the hiring of Kevin Bernard Santillo as a driver in the 

Department of Public Works at the rate of $16.63 per hour in accordance 

with the wage rate established under the collective bargaining agreement

with the SEIU and subject to the successful completion of a physical

examination to include a blood and alcohol screen.

Yes:  Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Cohn, Ms. Trice, Ms. Evans, Ms. Ervin,
          Ms. Edwards, Ms. Nicholas, President Moore

Motion carried

RESOLUTIONS
09-107  
Sponsoring the Holiday Parade to be held on December 5, 2009 commencing at 11:00 AM.  The parade will start at the Borough DPW facility on Park Ave., continue south on Swissvale Ave. to Penn Ave., west on Penn Ave. to Wood St., north on Wood St. to Wallace Avenue and end at the High School.  In addition, the Borough grants approval for a street closure on Wallace Ave. between Wood and 

Center Streets on December 5, 2009 between the hours of 10:00 AM and 3:00 PM.  


Moved:  Mr. Lewis




Second:  Mr. Cohn
Ms. Evans commented that a business owner on Penn Ave. was disappointed that the Halloween Parade route did not come past her store.

Yes:  Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Cohn, Ms. Trice, Ms. Evans, Ms. Ervin, 

          Ms. Edwards, Ms. Nicholas, President Moore

Motion carried

09-108  
Resolving that a banner is sponsored across Penn Avenue at Wood Street and across Penn Ave. at Swissvale Ave. announcing the Holiday Parade to be held on December 5, 2009.

Moved:  Mr. Lewis




Second:  Mr. Cohn

Yes:  Ms. Nicholas, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Cohn, Ms. Trice, Ms. 

         Edwards, Ms. Evans, Ms. Ervin, President Moore

Motion carried

09-111  
Granting preliminary and final approval of the Subdivision Plan for 

Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation for the property located at 

506-508 Jeanette Street as recommended by the Borough Planning 

Commission.

Moved:  Ms. Edwards



Second:  Mr. Cohn

Yes:  Mr. Lewis, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Ms. Nicholas, Mr. Cohn, Ms. Trice, Ms. 

         Evans, Ms. Ervin, Ms. Edwards, President Moore

Motion carried

09-112  
Granting conditional approval of the Crescent Land Development Plan submitted by Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation for the property located at 506-508 Jeanette Street.  The approval shall be conditioned upon the approval of the Borough Engineer of the landscaping and exterior lighting plans and approval by Allegheny County of the Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan.

Moved:  Ms. Edwards



Second:  Ms. McCarthy-Johnson

Yes:  Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Cohn, Ms. Trice, Ms. Evans, Ms. Ervin,            Ms. Edwards, Ms. Nicholas, President Moore

Motion carried

09-114  
Support for UPMC Braddock Hospital to remain open
Ms. Edwards read the Resolution regarding the closing of UPMC Braddock Hospital.  She also announced the rally planned for November 19, 2009 at 2:00 PM.  
Moved:  Ms. Ervin




Second:  Ms. Evans

Yes:  Mr. Lewis, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Ms. Nicholas, Mr. Cohn, Ms. Trice, Ms.            

          Evans, Ms. Ervin, Ms. Edwards, President Moore

Motion carried 
Ms. Edwards requested Council President Moore present the Resolution to the Braddock Council President at the rally.  

ORDINANCES ON FIRST READING
Ordinance No. 2832

Establishing the tax rate for Fiscal Year 2010.
Tax rate for General Purposes


12.40 mills

Tax rate for Debt Service


     .89 mills

Tax rate for Library Purposes


     .71 mills

Moved:  Mr. Cohn




Second:  Ms. McCarthy-Johnson

Yes:  Ms. Ervin, Ms. Evans, Ms. Trice, Mr. Cohn, Mr. Lewis, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson,

         Ms. Nicholas, Ms. Edwards, President Moore

Motion carried

NEW BUSINESS
Ms. Ervin questioned the status of discussions regarding the removal of the traffic signal at Penn Ave. and Coal St.  Ms. Marcinko advised that the Borough had expressed its concerns to PA DOT officials and that they have no intention to replace the signal at that intersection.  Solicitor Storch advised that she will research whether the Borough has any recourse in this matter.  President Moore questioned the status of the replacement of the traffic signal at Wood St. and Hill Ave.  Ms. Marcinko advised that it is expected to be installed within the next two weeks.  
Ms. Marcinko provided an overview on the Borough’s participation in the City of Pittsburgh electricity purchase and the need for a Memorandum of Understanding between the parties.  
On motion by Ms. Edwards, second by Mr. Lewis, the proper Borough official is hereby authorized to execute the MOU to participate in the City of Pittsburgh electricity purchase.

Moved:  Ms. Edwards



Second:  Mr. Lewis

Yes:  Mr. Cohn, Mr. Lewis, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Ms. Nicholas, Ms. Edwards, Ms. 

         Ervin, Ms. Evans, Ms. Trice, President Moore

Motion carried

President Moore announced a rally which will be held in Braddock Borough to oppose the closing of UPMC Braddock Hospital and encouraged all to attend.  She also announced that the Wilkinsburg Library is preparing for WIFI installation.  Patrons will be able to bring their own computers to the library and access the internet connection on their personal computers.  Funds are being provided by the LSTA Grant.  

President Moore wished all a blessed Thanksgiving.

Ms. McCarthy-Johnson announced applications are being accepted for the Toys for Tots Program.  
Ms. Evans announced the Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation will sponsor an Open House at Hosanna House Auditorium on December 10, 2009 from 6:00-8:00 PM.  
ADJOURNMENT

Being no further business, on motion by Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, second by Mr. Lewis the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:15 PM.

______________________________

Eugenia Moore, Council President
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