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CALL TO ORDER
President Moore called the meeting to order at approximately 7:10 PM in Council Chambers, second floor of the Municipal Building, 605 Ross Ave., Wilkinsburg, PA.  

ROLL CALL
The roll was called to establish a quorum.  Present were: Ms. Evans, Ms. Trice, Mr. Cohn, Mr. Lewis, Ms. Nicholas and President Moore.  Also present were Mayor John Thompson, Marla P. Marcinko, Borough Manager and Isobel Storch from the Law Offices of Patricia McGrail.  Absent were Ms. Ervin and Ms. Edwards.  Ms. McCarthy-Johnson arrived at 7:12 PM.  A quorum was established.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

President Moore requested a moment of silence be observed for victims of violent crimes and victims of a recent fire, particularly innocent children.  
PUBLIC COMMENT
Brian Maloney – Eastern Area Pre-Hospital Services reported a total of three-hundred seventy- two (372) calls in Wilkinsburg for the month of October. Emergency call response times averaged six (6) minutes three (3) seconds.   Non-emergency response times averaged nine (9) minutes and eighteen (18) seconds.  

Activities for the month of October included helping with the Food Bank and football standbys.  In excess of three hundred (300) flu shots were given in the month of October.  Mr. Maloney reported that Eastern Area Pre-Hospital Services is available to assist with public service events in the community.  
Ms. McCarthy-Johnson arrived at 7:12 p.m.

President Moore inquired about H1N1 prevention.  Mr. Maloney responded that the best prevention is hand washing and covering your mouth when coughing.  

Kate Luxemburg – 432 Rebecca Ave. – Commented that the Joint Tax Committee has been meeting over the years to discuss returning properties to the tax rolls and that original discussions did not include strategies for the sheriff’s sale of properties.  Ms. Luxemburg questioned the status of the properties proposed for sheriff’s sale by Portnoff Law Associates as well as the status of 1328 Mill St.
Ms. Marcinko responded that a meeting was held with Portnoff Law Associates several weeks ago and they have been directed to hold off on filing writs of execution for the properties they proposed for sheriff’s sale.  The reason the properties were selected is that they carry a high assessed value, a relatively low tax delinquency and a fairly high likelihood of settling the delinquency upon notification that the writ has been filed.  The intention behind taking properties to sheriff’s sale is to collect money.  Ms. Evans commented on tax delinquent Section 8 properties and the need to deal with that issue as well.  

Wilbert Wright – 1315 Clark St. – Commented on restrictions on time allowed for public comment.  

Jerome Garrett – 1422 Laketon Rd. – Commented on the poor appearance of the Labor Ready property on Penn Ave.  He also commented on the need to replace a faded stop sign on Mill St. behind the Boys’ and Girls’ Club.  He expressed concern regarding the removal of the traffic signal at Coal St. and Penn Ave and the need for a stop intersection.  PA DOT has determined that a stop intersection at that location is not warranted.  Ms. Trice suggested that Council send a letter to PA DOT opposing the removal of the signalized intersection.  Mr. Garrett commented about the decorative lamp posts not working and it being inexcusable given the Borough has an electrician on staff.
John Irwin – 1454 Penn Ave.- Commented on the challenges Wilkinsburg faces and the fine work being done in the Borough by the Department of Public Works in spite of the department being short staffed.   
Linda Law – 908 Penn Ave. – Invited everyone to the ribbon cutting ceremony on Thursday, November 5, 2009 for the Peebles Square project.  The ceremony begins at 10:00 AM.  
Dennis Currie – 920 Ross St. – Mr. Currie represents In Time Ministry and opposes the demolition of the property located at 920 Ross St.   He would like an opportunity to rehabilitate the property.  Ms. Storch advised Mr. Currie of the appeal process.  
Pat Baker – 751 Glenn Ave. – Questioned the status on the replacement of the traffic signal at Hill Ave. and Wood St.  Ms. Marcinko responded that it may be two weeks before the signal will be installed.  Ms. Baker questioned the establishment of a Diversity Committee and if a timeline was set for implementation. She expressed concern that PA DOT was apparently ignoring the concerns of the community with the removal of the signal at Penn and Coal and questioned whether the Borough had any recourse.  Mayor Thompson commented on placing a School Crossing Guard at the intersection as an alternative to a traffic signal or stop intersection.  
ORDINANCES ON FIRST READING
2831 Establishing a Community Art and Civic Design Commission

Moved:  Ms. Evans




Second:  Ms. McCarthy-Johnson

Yes:  Ms. Evans, Ms. Trice, Mr. Cohn, Mr. Lewis, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Ms. 
          Nicholas, President Moore

Motion carried

RESOLUTIONS
09-101  Awarding the Culvert Repair Project to Satira Construction in the amount 
              of $29,250.00.
Moved:  Ms. Evans




Second:  Mr. Cohn

Ms. Evans commented on the dramatic price difference between the low and high bid.  Ms. Marcinko commented that the apparent low bidder had not executed the required non-collusion affidavit and therefore their bid was rejected.  
Yes:  Ms. Evans, Ms. Trice, Mr. Cohn, Mr. Lewis, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Ms.
         Nicholas, President Moore

Motion carried

REPORT FROM THE MAYOR:
Mayor Thompson reported:

· 40 Police Department arrests for the month of October
· 6 drug arrests

· 6 harassments

· 5 thefts

· 1 burglary

· 5 warrants were served

· 4 disorderly conducts

· 3 assaults

· 1 loitering

· 3 criminal mischief

· 3 drunkenness

· 2 DUI

· 1 arson

· There is a possibility of hiring one officer from the COPS Grant

· A Business Safety Forum was held on October 15, 2009 at Jean’s Southern Cuisine. Safety Forums are conducted by Chief Ophelia Coleman.  The next Business District Safety Forum will be held at Davis Eye Group on November 12, 2009 at 8:30 AM.  The second Safety Forum was held on October 29, 2009.  
· Commented that the Halloween Party and Parade were very successful.  
· The committee is currently working on plans for the Holiday Parade to be held on December 5, 2009.  
Report from Council President
President Moore reported:

· Thanked all those who exercised their civic duty by voting in yesterday’s election and congratulated the Council members-elect.  

· National Gaming Day in the Children’s Dept. of the Wilkinsburg Public Library

will be held on Saturday November 14, 2009 from 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM for all ages.  For more information, call 412-244-2944.  
· “Outdoor Garden in an Urban Setting” is the topic for a presentation on November 16, 2009 at 4:30 PM in Council Chambers.  The program is sponsored by Wilkinsburg Community Ministry and is free to the public.
· Discussions are ongoing by the ACLA Board for the new formula for the distribution of RAD monies.  
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

Economic Development Committee – Ms. Evans reported:
· The ribbon cutting for James Floral Shop façade improvements will be held on Monday, November 9, 2009.  
· Referring the proposed graffiti legislation to the Public Safety Committee.  
Finance Committee-Mr. Cohn reported:

· The final budget work session will be held on November 12, 2009 at 7:00 PM.  
Infrastructure Committee-
· The next meeting will be held on November 9, 2009 at 7:00 PM.  
Parks & Recreation Committee – Ms. McCarthy-Johnson reported:

· The next meeting is scheduled for November 19, 2009 at 7:00 PM.  
· Encouraged attendance at the Zoning Hearing Board meeting on the Cornell Abraxas application and regarding a change in use for the facility.  The hearing is scheduled for November 19, 2009 at 7:00 PM.  
Personnel Committee – Ms. Nicholas reported:

· The next meeting is scheduled for November 12, 2009 at 6:00 PM.  

Public Safety Committee – Mr. Cohn reported:

· The next meeting is scheduled for November 18, 2009 at 5:30 PM.  
REPORT FROM BOROUGH MANAGER 
Ms. Marcinko reported that the property owned by the Borough and located at 1316 North Ave. was appraised at $9,000.  The management company is interested in purchasing the property for $5,000 in “as is” condition.  Discussion was held on the process for the conveyance of the property to the Wilkinsburg Municipal Authority for a

direct sale.  Ms. Storch advised Council to support the recommendation for conveyance of the property.
A motion was made by Ms. Nicholas, second by Mr. Cohn, to authorize the sale of the property located at 1316 North Ave. through conveyance to the Wilkinsburg Municipal Authority and confirming a sale price of $5,000.  Any additional costs will be at the expense of the purchaser.
Moved:  Ms. Nicholas



Second:  Mr. Cohn
Ms. Storch explained the competitive bidding process for real estate valued in excess of $1,500.  Council has the authority to transfer property to the Municipal Authority in lieu of the bidding process.  
Yes:  Mr. Cohn, Mr. Lewis, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Ms. Nicholas, Ms. Trice, President 

         Moore

Abstain:  Ms. Evans

Motion carried
ADJOURNMENT

Being no further business, on motion by Mr. Lewis, second by Mr. Cohn, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:35 PM.  

________________________________________

Eugenia Moore, Council President
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