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Part One: Introduction

An Introduction to Wilkinsburg: Community Character

Formally established in 1887, the Borough of Wilkinsburg is a small yet dense urban community located
just outside the eastern boundary of the City of Pittsburgh. Although an independent municipality,

Wilkinsburg is closely connected to Pittsburgh through transit and road connections, and through
economic links as well.

Penn Avenue (state road Route 8) serves as the primary business corridor and provides a direct
connection to downtown Pittsburgh as well as other commercial districts of Pitisburgh’s East End
neighborhoods. Downtown Wilkinsburg is characterized by commercial buildings that were developed
primarily in the late 19" and early 20" century, when the community served as a regional business
district and supported numerous residential communities. The urban form of Wilkinsburg is similar to
other urban neighborhoods in Pittsburgh and the region. It features a strong linear commercial corridor
along Penn Avenue that expands outwards at the intersections of Penn and Wood Street and Penn and
Center. To the west, the commercial district is bounded by the rail line and East Busway. Warehouse
structures border this edge of the district, and provide larger building footprints and Iot sizes than in the
heart of the district. Wilkinsburg’s residential districts are built immediately adjacent to the commercial
district, with higher density neighborhoods closer to the commercial core evolving into lower density
districts as one moves away from the business district. The borough is defined by a strong rectilinear
street grid that provides both pedestrian and vehicular connectivity through the commercial and
residential neighborhoods. :

The commercial core itself was developed as a pedestrian-oriented district predating the influx of
demand for parking. It consists primarily of three and four-story masonry structures that supported retail
uses on the first floor with offices or residences above. The characteristic architecture of the commercial
district follows the patterns of the region’s 19" and early 20" ceniury business districts: a high-degree of
transparency on the ground floor through the use of storefront glazing; regular patterns of punched
window openings on upper floors; and the use of a strong horizontal cornice line to demark the transition
from the ground floor commercial to the upper floor uses. The street rhythm reflects a traditional 20 - 30
foot wide lot and structural bay, and the facades are varied with a high degree of articulation.

The 2.3 square mile borough is home to approximately 18,000 residents, down from a high of 31,000 in
1950. The population decline, which is symptomatic of the region as a whole due to the loss of heavy
industry, has left the Borough with significant vacancies in both the residential and commercial districts.

In recent years, the combination of an increase in demand for off-street parking and the reduction of
property values in the Borough have lead to an erosion of the dense urban fabric of the commercial core
and its adjacent residential neighborhoods. Surface parking has become a more predominant use in the
community, particularly adjacent to the East Busway and around new commercial development that is
geared to drive-in traffic. The desire for parking that is perceived as “easy and convenient” has lead to
new commercial buildings being pushed back from the street edge with parking in front. This pattern of
development has eroded the public realm of the community and diminished the pedestrian character of
the street, and reflects a suburban style of development that is at odds with the historic building patterns
and overall character of the community.

Even with the loss of population and resulting loss of density, the original urban character of the borough
still remains, however, and provides an opportunity to strengthen the built environment, which can in
turn enhance both business and residential development., Recent development activities and active
engagement by residents and business people are rebuilding a sense of place and community within the
borough. The design review criteria and the process engaged by the WCACDC will provide a too! to the
community members to continue to build upon Wilkinsburg’s strengths and enhance its role as a vibrant
urban center in the Pittsburgh region,
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Pait Two: Proceduras

An Introduction to Design Review

The first introduction that many people have to design quality is when it is missing. They may notice that
a piace feels impersonal, unsafe, or uninhabited. They begin to compare it to places that they have
enjoyed being in and begin to identify the differences between these experiences. Sometimes it is the
presence of landscaping and shade trees that defines the character of a place that we love; sometimes it
is the variety of scale of materials and window openings that gives us something to look at as we walk
down the street; sometimes it is the presence of art and design features that capture the spirit of a
community and gives a neighborhood a unique flavor.

Good design can make places more pleasant to occupy, safer for individuals and groups, and more
prosperous for business owners, Good design can enhance real estate markets and increase
neighborhood investment. Good design can simply make a place more interesting to visit.

In order to bring attention to the role of design in enhancing development and improving their
neighborhoods, many communities establish design review procedures, Design review can provide a
mechanism by which businesses, property owners, and residents can work with municipal agencies to
produce and maintain an attractive community and to bring shared goals to fruition. For example, a
community may have a goal “to create a pleasant pedestrian environment within the business district in
order to enhance commercial activity.” Design criteria might then include statements such as: new
buildings should have clearly defined entrances that open to the sidewalk, as opposed to opening to a
parking lot; there should be a high degree of transparency from the sidewalk providing visual connection
from the interior to the exterior of buildings; and projects should provide new or maintain the existing
landscaping and street trees. The reviewers would use these criteria to determine if a project should be
approved or whether additional recommendations should be taken into consideration prior to approving
the design. In addition, the review process, which is open to the public, provides an opportunity to
discuss the design issues that are important to the community and to come up with creative solutions.

An effective design review process can:

» Guide new development to be appropriate for the cornmunity vision.
+  Create a framework for community discussion about the role of design in strengthening Wilkinsburg.

+  Educate the Wilkinsburg community, business owners, and developers about the value of their
neighborhoods and how design affects them.

+  Give Wilkinsburg residents, visitors, and businesé owners an opportunity to collaborate with
developers on the design of the community.

+ Establish clear ground rules for development.

«  Provide a mechanism for communication and negotiation for both community members and
developers. .

Allow for fiexibility in how design criteria are addressed.

In recognition of the role that design review can play in enhancing Wilkinsburg, the Community Art and
Civic Design Commission (WCACDC) was established in 2009. The Commission role is to review, make
recommendations, and approve proposed designs for new and renovated structures, landscapes, works
of art, memorials, and monuments on all public property and on all private property designated for
commercial use. Commission approval is required before building permits for such projects are issued
by the Borough. The WCACDC derives its authority from empowering legislation passed by the Borough
Council in November 2009, a copy of which is included in the appendices of this handbook.

updated 17 October 2012 Wilkinsburg Community Art and Civic Design Commission
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How to Use this Handbook

The purpose of this document is to provide a roadmap to the design review process utilized by the
WCACDC, including both a description of what criteria are used by the Commission in making its
recommendations and an explanation of how the design review process works. The handbook is also
intended to help those interested in making improvements to their property better understand the

community’s design goals, and how they can engage the design review process to achieve positive
results. '

Applicants and interested parties are encouraged to review the handbook prior to beginning the design
process in order to familiarize themselves with both the procedures that will be undertaken and the
design goals that are important to the community. The handbook is not intended to be prescriptive in
nature; rather it is the intention of the Commission to work collaboratively with the applicant to achieve
results that are beneficial to both the applicant and the Borough.

The Design Review Handbook includes: what projects must be reviewed: who reviews them; the
application process for review; the review procedures; and the design review criteria that will be utilized
during the review process. In addition, the Appendices portion of this document includes sample

application forms, submission requirements, samples of letters and certificates of review, and a glossary
of commonly used terms.
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Part Two: Procedures

Projects that must be reviewed by the Wilkinsburg Community Art and Civic Design Commission
(WCACDC) include:

= All new and renovated structures;
« Landscapes;

«  Works of art; and

»  Memorials and monuments,

located on all public property and on all privaté property designated for commercial use. Such projects
require approval from the WCACDC prior to the issuance of a building permit.

Projects that do not need to be reviewed by the Commission include:

+ Renovations and repairs involving in-kind replacement of materials and assemblies;

» Painting of existing structures, unless located on public property, and excluding murals, other
painted artworks and painted signs; and

« Temporary structures (180 days or less).

Commission Membership

The membership of the WCACDC consists of eleven (11) members, appointed by Borough council or by
the community organizations that they represent. Members are eminent in their respective professions
and known advocates for the arts and design. The members include: one architect; one landscape
architect; two professional visual artists; one representative of the Wilkinsburg Community Development
Corporation; one representative of the Chamber of Commerce; one representative from the Wilkinsburg
Historical Society; one curator, arts administrator, or urban planner; three residents of Wilkinsburg, one
representing each ward and who have an affiliation in arts or design; the Director of Code Enforcement,
in an ex-officio capacity; and the Borough Manager, in an ex-officio capacity.

Beginning the Process

Applicants are encouraged to begin the review process with the Wilkinsburg Community Art and Civic

Design Commission at an early stage of project development, when changes to the project can still be
made.

Applicants must complete an Application to the WCACDC (available on-line and in Appendix A of this
Handbook) and prepare a preliminary submission packet to review with Code Enforcement staff,
including:

« Location Map

«  Site Plan, including adjacent context

+ Labeled photos of site and its context

« Project narrative (maximum of one page), describing the scope of work, concept and project goals
= For artworks, information about artists or how artists will be selected.

Staff will assist the applicant in identifying materials that will be required for presentation to the
Commission, based on the scope and type of project. Recommended materials can be found in the
Application Materials Checklist included in Appendix B of this handbook. Staff will work with the
applicant to develop the timeline for review by Commission, including identifying potential site visits.

updated 17 October 2012 Wilkinsburg Community Art and Civic Design Commission
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Part Two: Procedures

Presentation Materials

Staff will assist the applicant in identifying the materials that will be required for presentation to the
WCACDC. At minimum, the applicant should present;

» Location map
« Site Plan
+ Labeled photos of existing site and its cortext

« [llustrative drawings of proposed project in context, including but not limited to: colored site plan /
landscape plan; elevations, including scale figures

»  Documentation of community process and/or engagement, including narrative and timeline
Presentations for Public Art, Monuments and Memorials should include:

«  Project description

+ Budget

» Drawings, models, or other materials that clearly represent the appearance of the project
» Samples of materials, material product sheets

+  Construction documents, unless not required by the Commission
» Conservator’s report, if required

« Project timeline

« Description and timeline of the community engagement process
»  Letters of support

« Copy of artist’s contract

« Maintenance plan

+  Monument and Memorials shall include information about the person, event, or quality that is being
honored '

All illustrative presentation materials should be clearly labeled with adjacent street and place names,
north arrow, and drawing scale. Applicants are highly encouraged to submit three-dimensional
representations of the proposed project ifiustrating prominent views to and from the proposed project.

Public Meeting

Once the initial application process has been completed, a public meeting with the WCACDC will be
scheduled. Public meetings are held ten times per year and advertised via public notice once annually.

These meetings are open to the public, and are held in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, located at 605
Ross Avenue, Wilkinsburg, Pennsylvania, 15221,

At the public meeting, the applicant should be prepared to make a brief presentation of the project to the
Commission members, including visual representation of the proposed project. Commission members
may ask questions of the applicant and may additionally invite comment from the public.

Commission discussion of the project will be public. After discussion, including input from the Code
Enforcement staff, the Commission may take one of the following actions:

» Approve Project Application as Submitted
»  Approve Project Application with Conditions
» Table Project Application Pending Resubmission

updated 17 October 2012 Wilkinsburg Community Art and Civic Design Commission
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Fart Two: Procedures

+ Deny Project Application
= Final Acceptance for Works of Public Art, Monuments and Memorials

Actions Taken by the Commission

Approve Project Application as Submitted

If a project is approved as submitted, the applicant may complete the Zoning and Building Permit
application process without further action from the WCACDC.

Approve Project Application with Conditions

During the review process, changes may be made to the project in collaboration between the applicant
and the Commission members in order to better address the review criteria established by this
handbook. If the applicant agrees to these changes, the project may be approved with conditions. Once
these conditions have been satisfied and reviewed by the Code Enforcement staff, the applicant may
complete the Zoning and Building Permit application process without further action from the WCACDC.

Code Enforcement staff shall provide an update on projects that have met their approval conditions at a
subsequent meeting of the WCACDC. ‘

Table Project Application Pending Resubmission or Modifications

In the event that a project does not adequately address the review criteria established by this handbook
or key design issues are unresolved, the Commission may choose to table the project pending
resubmission with modifications. The project may then be resubmitted, taking into consideration the
comments from the Commission members and the Code Enforcement staff,

In the event that the applicant does not reappear before the Commission within 6 months of the original
hearing date, the application will be considered inactive and will be tabled until resubmission of the
application. A request for an extension of this time frame may be submitted, in writing, to the
Commission for consideration.

Deny Project Application

Projects that do not appropriately address the review criteria of this handbook may be denied at the
discretion of the Commission. '

Project applications that have been denied may not be resubmitted for a minimum of one year from the
date of denial. Projects that have made substantial changes from the initial submission may be apply as
new submissions. Substantial changes may include, but are not limited to: overall change to design
strategy; significant materials changes; or selection of new artist or designer.

Final Acceptance for Works of Art, Memorials, and Monuments

When a work of art, memorial, or monument will be owned by the Borough of Wilkinsburg and added to
its collection, the applicant makes a presentation of the completed work to the Commission. If the work
was completed as proposed, or with changes that are acceptable to the Commission, this final
acceptance review establishes ownership by the Borough. If the work was not completed as proposed,
or with changes that are not acceptable to the Commission, the work is not owned by the Borough and
the applicant must remedy the project and reapply for final acceptance.
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FPart Two: Procedurss

Site Visits
In the process of reviewing the applications, the Commission may determine that one or more site visits
are necessary in order to fully understand the scope of the project and its impact on the community.

Times for site visits may be established at the first review of the project, and will generally be scheduled
prior to the next meeting of the Commission.

Applications for Zoning and Building Permit Approval

All applications for Zoning and Building Permit Approval will be reviewed by the Code Enforcement
division. If projects are located on public property or on commercially-designated private property and
have not previously been reviewed and approved by the WCACDC, the Code Enforcement official will
refer the project to the WCACDC for review.

In order to expedite review, applicants are encouraged to begin the Commission review process early in
the project. As such, applications may be made directly to the Commission prior to the application for
Zoning or Building Permit.

Conceptual and Pre-Development Workshops

In addition to the regularly scheduled Commission meetings, WCACDC holds Conceptual and Pre-

Development Workshops with potential applicants. These workshops are collaborative sessions that are
held in the conceptual phase of a project. Together, the project team and the Commission members will
review project goals, key issues pertaining to the particular site and its context, define a schedule for the

project review, and establish a roadmap for moving the project forward. The workshops are non-binding
and open to the public.

Pre-Development Workshops do not take the place of the required Commission review and approval

process, but are intended to help facilitate the design and review process for projects of significant scale
and investment.

Courtesy Reviews

Courtesy Reviews for projects that do not require Commission approval may be requested. Similar to
Pre~Development Workshops in format, such reviews are intended to provide design guidance and
ensure that projects of all types attain a high degree of excellence that will enhance the community as a
whole. Examples of projects that may request Courtesy Reviews include residential development and

projects on private non-commercial properties. Courtesy Reviews are non-binding and open fo the
public. '

Collaboration and Coordination with Other Commissions, Committees & Plans

The Wilkinsburg Community Art and Civic Design Commission strives to review projects in coordination
with other commissions, committees and plans that have been adopted or accepted by agencies of the
Borough of Wilkinsburg, including neighborhood and business district guidelines.

In order to do so, Commission members are asked to familiarize themselves with existing plans that
have been developed by the other agencies and commissions of the Borough, as well as with plans that
have been prepared by neighborhood groups, business associations, community development
agencies, and local non-profits. The Commission will consider applications for development in the
context of these plans. The Commission may invite representatives from other commissions and
organizations to participate in the discussion of the proposed projects.
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Part Two: Procadures

Applicants are likewise encouraged to familiarize themselves with existing planning documents that
impact the context of their proposed project, and be prepared to explain how their project reflects the
goals established in these plans. Applicants are highly encouraged to reach out to local organizations to
inform them of their proposed project in advance of the application to the Commission. They may be
asked to provide information regarding discussions that they have had with community organizations
regarding how their proposed project aligns with existing community plans. Applicants should
additionally be prepared to present information about how members of the community, including

residents and business owners impacted by a project, have been informed about and included in the
project.
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Part Three: Design Review Criteria

Introduction to Design Review Criteria

The Design Review Criteria indicated below are to be used by the members of the Community Art and
Civic Design Commission in their project review. For each of these criteria, the handbook includes a
statemnent of Design Intent, an overview of the Strategies in place to bring about the stated Intent, and a
series of Recommendations as to how property owners may implement the Strategies in order to
achieve the Intent. The Recommendations are intended to evolve over time and will be added to based
on best practices. The goal of the Design Criteria is not to be prescriptive but to encourage creative

solutions while illustrating successful approaches that have been used in Wilkinsburg and other
communities.

1. Preserving and Enhancing the Urban Fabric

Design Intent:

To maintain and enhance the urban character of Wilkinsburg, including its strong street grid, pedestrian
scaled environment, and its historic buildings.

Straiegy:

Acknowledge and respect the historic development patterns of the community in the proposed design,
including: the historic street grid; significant spaces, structures and design elements; build-to lines;
pedestrian-oriented streets; and view corridors.

Recommendations: el
The Public'Realm of a commiunity -

« The historic street grid should be preserved wherever

possible, enhancing connectivity throughout the community.

New development should not interrupt the historic street grid.

Historic and culturally significant structures, landscapes, and
artworks should be preserved and enhanced.

The inherent walkability of the community should be
preserved. Sidewalks and pedestrian crossings should be
enhanced, and curb-cuts onto primary streets should be
minimized.

Community safety should be enhanced through street
connectivity and promoting “eyes on the street”. Windows
and entrances should provide views to and from the public
right-of-ways. ‘

Accessibility should be enhanced throughout the community
through improvements to public space, intersections, and
crosswalks. Signalization at intersections and signage should
take into consideration a variety of impairments, including
sight, mobility, and auditory.

Primary building entrances should be located on primary
streets and sidewalks.

_igithe outdoorareathatis - 7
" experienced by members of the .
_public; regardless of whether itis -
publicly or privately owned. The
Public Realm includes pudlic™ -
rights-of-ways, public spaces,. "'

yards ard the facades of private -
buildings that front onto the puliic

- stregt, and hillsides and. 7 -

landscapss that are visible fom

public spaces and places.

Tre term Open Space refersto

the areaof a et that is not.

occupled by structures, parding.
-areas, or driveways.

‘Density is the amourt: of building

“area per lot area. Maintaining an- - -
-established pattsm of building "
~density-in a community i§ impcrant
o maintaining its overall sense of
‘place and Urban cortext. Low

‘density areas are characterizéd by -
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art Three: Design Review Criteria

Parking areas should not be located between the public right-
of-way and the primary building fagade. Parking and loading

is encouraged to be located either behind or to the side of the
building, allowing for building frontage along the right-of-way.

Proposals for new development and significant alterations
should take into consideration view corridors in the
community. Presentation materials should include perspective
views from primary streets to illustrate the impact of the
proposed project on the view corridor.

Froposals should maintain a building density in keeping with
the urban character of Wilkinsburg.

‘large areas of open spacewitha -

few.small scale buildings, such as
single-family houses. High density

‘arsas are characterized by larger -
Tall bulldings that are typically built
“10.the street edge and have litle - -
- opsn:space or surface parking o
-adjacent to.them, o ho

View corridors 'aré domninant fings
.of sight of observers {including -

both pedestrians and.drivers) _
looking to objects and sites of -
significance 1o the communtty,

such as histeric buildings, parks,

green hillsides, ‘and the commercial’

-core. View cormidors provide visual
‘organization and provige .
navigational keys for visiiors, N
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Fart Three: Design Review Criteria

2. Creating and Enhancing the Landscape

Design Intent:

To preserve and enhance the open spaces of Wilkinsburg, including parks, public streets, squares, and

sidewalks.

Strategy:

Design projects in concert with the Borough’s open space goals. Proposed development should not
detract from existing open space or impede on future plans. Site improvements on private commercial
property also contribute to the quality of open space in the community and should be considered in the

context of the Borough as a whole.

Recommendations

Parks & Open Space

» Proposals should reflect the Borough’s plans for parks and
open space, as defined in its planning documents, including
the Comprehensive Plan, the Comprehensive Recreation,
Park and Open Space Plan, and others.

» Projects that are located adjacent to existing parks and open
space should be designed to enhance these places rather
than competing with or detracting from them,

Public Streets & Sidewalks

« Building placement and location on the site should be
considered in the context of public streets, sidewalks and
open spaces. Where appropriate, build-to lines established by
neighboring structures and the historic patterns of
development should be maintained.

+ The pedestrian environment of sidewalks and streetscapes
should be enhanced by appropriate urban street fumiture,
including trash and recycling receptacles, seatlng pedestrian-
scaled lighting, and bicycle racks.

« Plans for new and improved streets and sidewalks should
enhance accessibility throughout the community.

» Plans for new and improved streets and sidewalks should
encourage pedestrian and cyclist comfort and safety.

Street Trees & Plantings

« Street trees should be used to create a sense of unity and
order throughout the community. Their placement and

species selection should create a sense of rhythm along the
street.

-  Existing street trees should be preserved or appropriately
replaced. New street trees should be incorporated into
strestscape plans and projects.

--';’éLandscape 'efers to any space, -
elther public or: pnvete fromthe

~ Building fagade out. Landscape |s j-'
“a'langliage that defines open i
“.spaces and directs’ people and
< circulation throughout the ™
-community.: The.urbari Iandscape_ .
‘should contribute to'the cverall -
'-'perceptson of the communﬁy and
--:enhance |ts unlque oheracter and

.-';-rneane of preserv ng an estabhshed
./ pattem of developrment along an -

- urban street. The Bulldo Line of 2 -
Cstreetis, _eetabl ished by drawing an -

imaginary fine that falls within three

festofthe hne glong which. moet :

- buildings in'a block have the AR
'rnajon‘ly of the|r front fac;ede Gt

8 Heat !slands are sreesin whlch
. significaritly more solar: energy Is:
 absorbed and stored than in

surroundlng areas. This energy |s

- released in the formn of heat, An
Zexampe of. thle is the temperature
' contrast ‘that we experience

'.-standlng in an‘asphalt’ parklng area
_vefsusin'a’ Grassy- lawninthe -

- middle of the 'stmmer = -WE W|II be

: much hotter stendxng on the
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Sart Three: Design Review Criteria

Street tree species should be considered for their contribution
to the urban canopy and their aesthetic contribution to the
streetscape.

Plans should encourage the integration of plantings and
shade trees to reduce the impact of solar heat gain in the
summer, while reducing the amount of paved surface areas.

Developers and property owners are encouraged to utilize
street tree guidelines for Wilkinsburg. Plans should reflect best
practices for urban areas and the project’s unique
circumstances.

Sustainability in the Landscape

Biodiversity of plant species and the provision of habitat for
beneficial insects and birds should be considered in the
design and specification of landscaped areas. Native species
of plants are encouraged.

Innovative stormwater management technigues should be
incorporated into the landscape, both public and private.
Some of these techniques may include the use of stormwater
tree pits, on-site bioretention, and permeable paving in
parking areas.

Off-street parking and loading areas should incorporate shade
trees and landscaped areas to reduce the heat island impact
of larger paving surfaces. Permeable paving is encouraged.

Parking & Loading Areas

Off-street parking and loading areas adjacent to the public
streets and open space should be appropriately screened
with a combination of planting and fencing or site walls.

Parking areas should not be located between the public right-
of-way and the primary building fagade. Parking and loading

is encouraged to be located either behind or to the side of the
building, allowing for building frontage along the right-of-way.

On-street parallel parking is encouraged as a means fo both
enhance convenience in the commercial core and as a traffic
calming measure. :

Site Materials

Site materials, including fencing, lighting, paving, plants, etc.,
should be selected for both their aesthetics and their
longevity. Maintenance requirements of the site materialg
should be taken into consideration in site planning.

Site elements, including lighting, fences, walls, benches, etc.,
should be urban in character and be constructed from
materials that are appropriate to the urban streetscape. Site
elements should be appropriately scaled and should not block
public rights-of-way or impede site or building access.

Residential-style site amenities, including wooden fences, are

discouraged in commercial areas.

asphalt. -

asphalt then in the grass, and long
into the evening we can feel the

heat that has been stored by the '

Heat islands increase the demand

for energy in the form of air
conditioning and mechanical -~ =

coaling, and play arolein.. -
-increased ozong-action days in.our
. Ciies ‘and towns, which negatively.
-impacts our health, Heat islands -

-can be reduced by providing more

reflective surfaces that will not. o
absoro snergy from the sun, =
including light-colored roofs and = -

paving, and by increasing the - o
ameunt of landscape planting and -
“shade trees on our streets and -

Stormwater is the term applied to
-rain when it-reaches the ground or

-builaing surfaces. in urban areas
:suchas Witkinsburg, large -

quantities of stormwater cannot be
absorbed by the ground because -
areas of paving, roofs, and gther. -

-Iard surfaces (also calied -

impervious surfaces) prevent it from

‘reaching the soil. Stormwater.. .
swhich is not absorbed by the, -
-ground must be reuted into the

Borough's sewer system, .

“However, as the areas of roads

“and other impervious surfaces has
_increased, the amount of water that
‘s handled by the sewer system. _
“has alscincreased. This hag
placed heavy demands cnthe -
-aging pipes and infrastructure, and
Increases the ameunt of raw .

sewage that is released into our
rivers and streams when there is
signiflcant rainfall. When we can
reducs the amount of stormwater
that is released into the sewer
system, we.can help protect our
water supply and the ecological
balance of our rivers and streams.
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Site and Landscape Lighting

Site lighting, including parking [ot lighting, should be designed
to enhance the landscape, while providing safety and visual
comfort for the user.

Light fixtures should be selected for appropriate footcandle
level based on use (e.g. street lighting versus pedestrian
lighting versus landscape lighting).

Light fixtures should be proportional to both pole size and
mounting height.

Street lighting should be considered from the point of view of
both the vehicular user and the pedestrian.

Site and landscape lighting should employ dark-sky standards
as established by the Intemational Dark Sky Association
(www.darksky.org).

Landscape lighting (that which is used in planted areas)
should not compromise the health of plants and trees.

l.andscape lighting should work in coordination with street
and pedestrian lighting, but should be utilized as an arl:fu!
accent, not as a primary lighting strategy.

'._Footcandles e’ measure of
light levels.: Smaller nurnbers e
indlicate lowar: light levels whils L
“larger’ numbers md cate high !evels.- _
-3of Ilght o S

::_Dark Sky Standards are I|ght|ng e
~standards established by the' =+ -
-e__Intematlonal Dark-Sky Assomatson o
- (IDA) with the: mtent:on of reduct ng".".--
~light poliuton in cities and towns . -
“80ross the country.-Light poliution™
~fromour cities and towns disrupts
-ecbsystems, affests humansleep
patterns, and wastes energy. The -
concept.established by the IDA 0
fight fight pollutionis simple: light =~
: what you need ‘whenyou need nt'-'__:. -
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3. Relationship of Buildings to their Surrcundings

Design Intent:

To encourage proposed development and significant renovations to enhance and complement the urban
fabric of Wilkinsburg, and consider development proposals in light of their contribution to the overall

built environment.

The intent is not to discourage new and innovative building forms or use of materials, but to identify the
desirable characteristics of the built environment of Wilkinsburg and encourage new deévelopment and

renovations to enhance and complement those characteristics.

Strategy:

View each building and structure not simply as its own element, but as a contributing part to the urban
fabric of Wilkinsburg. Be aware of the context of the proposed structures and the relationship between

their building and adjacent structures and landscape.

Recommendations

« Applications should include photos and illustrations of the
existing context, including adjacent structures, streetscapes,
and views to and from the site. Applicants are encouraged to
submit perspective illustrations and/or models that illustrate
the proposed project in the context of the site.

« Buildings should be designed to be compatible with the urban
character of the Borough. This includes the scale and massing
of the buildings, as well as the materials selection, discussed
in more detail below.

Building Scale, Massing and Height

»  Building articutation should maintain established street
rhythms and proportions through the articulation of structural
bays, window and door patterns, and entrance locations.

»  Where appropriate, build-to lines established by neighboring
structures and the historic pattems of development should be
maintained.

«  Buildings should be compatible in height with their context.
Height variations may be used to articulate design features
and draw attention to the building, but should be considered
in the overall context of the street and adjacent structures,

» Roof lines and their materials should be appropriate to both
the adjacent context and to the building function. Residential
roof forms are discouraged from use on non-residential
buiidings.

The Build-to Line of a strestis a

‘means of presenving an established

pattem of development along an
urban street, The Build-to Line of a
strest is established by drawing an
imaginary line that falls within three
feet of the line along which most
buiidings in a block have the

‘mejority of their front facade.

Abay is a.unit of form that is used
in architecture Usad to provide
scale-and modulation to a buiding.
On a buiiding fagade, i can be
marked off by vertical elsments,
such as columns, and is frequently
related to the intemal structural of

the buiiging, . -~

Massing, or building massing, is
the overall volume and shape ofa
structure or building. For a building .
or structure to look appropriate in
its context, its massing should
reflect the massing of the

structures adjacent o it. For
example, on a block where most of
the buildings are thres or four
stories tall and buitt to the sidewalk
edge, a new building that consists
of & one-story massing and is set
back from the sidewalk will look
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Building Fenestration: Entrances & Windows

Primary building entrances should be located adjacent to the
sidewalk and be oriented to pedestrians approaching the
building from the public street. Primary entrances should be
highlighted through the use of vision glazing, exterior and
interior lighting, trim, and street numbers.

New buildings are encouraged to explore creative
compositions that provide a high degree of transparency
between the street and the interior of the building, while also
providing allowances for privacy. Generally, the ground floor
of a building should have a higher degree of transparency
than upper, more private floors.

In renovation projects, windows should maintain the
proportions of the original window openings whenever
possible,

Wherever possible, windows are encouraged to be operable,
allowing occupants to open them for fresh air.

When provided, security gates and grilles should be installed
on the inside of windows and glazed areas rather than on the
exterior of the building. They should be able to be folded or
removed when not in use. Artistic and sculptural approaches
to providing security measures are also encouraged.

Building Materials

Building materials should be carefully chosen for their quality,
longevity, and be appropriate to the context of adjacent
structures. Brick, stone, and other high quality masonry

materials are encouraged for commercial and institutional
structures.

Materials can and should be used creatively to enhance the

scale of the building facades and the character of Wilkinsburg.

The use of fine-grained materials, such as brick and stone
masonry and the creative application of wood and corrugated
products, is encouraged. Monolithic materials, such as stucco
and sheet products, should be used carefully and modulated
both through their detailing (including joint and fastening
patterns} and by the use of other fine-grained materials in
contrast to them.

Colors should be complementary to each other and to the
character of the building. In cases where facades are restored
to their original historic design, color palettes should be
reflective of the colors typical from that era.

Modern facades should also reflect their era, and may be
appropriate places to explore non-traditional color palettes, or
the use of modern building materials that do not require
painting, such as metals or fiber cement boards.

Original masonry materials, including brick and stone, should
not be painted unless they show significant deterioration that
can be shown to require painting. Painting existing masonry
can accelerate its deterioration by trapping moisture within

mappropnate and out of place

.;iDltferent types ot bulid ngs wrlt also
_have different:types of. massmg
_'.'Oommerdat burtdlngs are genera!ly
g rectangular mass with aflator
- low=slope rocf. Residential homes
may be st imple rectangular masses -
- or.more complex shapes; typlcaily
'-]'-wrth sloped or gabled roofs

_'-'Scate is the relatlonshlp ot the srze ;
“of the building t&'the: buzldtngs
“around it (its context) and o
:pedestnans The terrh mostly refers :
“tothe massing of the building, but
“can dso refér 1o the articulationof
“its fagade and the pattem of
'wrndow and door openlngs

: _Street and bunldmg rhythms refer .
16the proportion of building - o
fdcades in relgtion to'the pubhc
right-af-waly Hrstoncaily, these _'; o
-'proportrons were articulated in
“horizontal bays that reflectthe
Jintermal structure of the building -+
“and thé pattem of typical lot Wrdths
Irithe heart of the Waltqnsburg
commercial district these
3_--proport|ons are: generatly 20 to 30
“foot wide bays and buildings.

Window patterns and entrance
locations are aiso reﬂectwe of

_;_these proporttons o '

: Fagade artlculatlon is the ST
- variation'in the surfage of a bundlng
face creatad through: changes

: plane recessed windows end

: openlngs applted textires,
“Changes in materials; honzontat
bariding, and-comices, among -
“other techniquies: Articulation grves

textures and visual interest to the

bui Idrng surface and adds scate
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Part Three: Design Review Criteria

the wall. Only if masonry has previously been painted and cannot be effectively restored should it be
repainted. :

Additional Design Considerations

+  Buildings should incorporate both interior and exterior lighting that highlights entrances and
architectural features, while enhancing the real and perceived safety of the area around the building.

+ Mechanical equipment and dumpsters should be screened from view or otherwise integrated into
the overall design of the buiiding and site.

+  New building construction and major renovations should be barrier-free and provide access to the
ground-floor without steps or other obstructions.

updated 17 October 2012 Witkinsburg Community Art and Civic Design Commission
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4. Sustainable Design

Design Intent:

To promote development within the Borough that enhances the long-term sustainability of the

community, including not only “green” development, but also the economic and cultural sustainability of
Wilkinsburg.

Strategy:

Design with sustainable design goals in mind, including: enhancing community connectivity; promaoting
energy efficiency; reducing infrastructure stresses; enhancing economic opportunity; and minimizing
both short-term and long-term environmental impacts.

Recommendations

Community Connectivity

New development should be located convenient to public
fransportation.

Projects are encouraged to incorporate amenities for those
using public transportation, such as bus shelters, benches,
and awnings.

Projects should include accommodation for bicycle parking.

New development should provide easy pedestrian access,
including sidewalks.

Stormwater Management

Projects are encouraged to incorporate innovative stormwater
management techniques in order to reduce the amount of
water introduced into the Borough's storm sewer system.
These techniques may include: on-site bioretention; the use of
permeable paving; rain barrels; and gray water systems.
Trees and site plantings should be used to both fiiter and
absorb excess stormwater through the design and
implementation of rain gardens whenever possible.

Sustainable Materials

The use of regional materials reduces energy use by
minimizing transportation, while also providing economic
benefit to the region by promoting local industry and jobs.
Projects are encouraged to use materials and products that
are harvested and/or manufactured within 500 miles of the
project site.

Projects are encouraged to use materials that are
manufactured from recycled and salvaged products.

._.'Commumty Gonnect:vrty refers
“tothe concept of. empnasrzrng
“‘shared resources and: provrdrng

: reSrdents with easy access to

‘] necessary everjoay senvices:
mclud ng shopprng, communrty

-Qschoois etc Increasrng communrty :
._'connectwrty through careful :

‘Planning, inciuding enhanced .

‘pédestian and transit scceéss;
“reduces the ‘environmental: mpact e
-of traneportatron and enhances:

: 'acceserb lity for:all resrdents, whrch '
in tum provrdes socialand -
Ceconomic benefrts to resrdents and --
- -busrnesses alrke i :

.Graywater refers to Was‘rewater
~that has beer generated from

- activities such as'laindry, 7
_drshwashrng ‘and bathing: Whrle rr
“cannotbe used for drrnkrng or )
'-'cleanrng graywater canbé )
“recycled ohsits for Use in |mgat|on -
: ccnstructed wetlands or bicswalee :

-and toilet flushing. ‘Keeping

- graywater out of thé sewer system o
helps to'reducs the stréss on our
“aging sewer infrastruciure and
-reduces the armolint of overﬁcw

into the rivers that occurs durang v

significant storrn events.In o
~addition, by recysling: graywater

we reduce the dernand for fresh -
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e Projects are encouraged to reuse and / or repurpose building

rmaterials. They are also encouraged to donate salvageable "ggizgs\mgFigf;%ﬁ:gggﬁg o
materials to organizations that may reuse or repurpose ST .y LTI L
materials. :

“There are numerous sources of -
Regional Materials in westem

Energy Use Pennsylvania. Reacily available .- - -
*  Projects are encouraged to reduce energy demands. regional materiels includs brick and
Techniques to consider include the use of on-site renewable, otner masonry units, concrete, _
including solar energy and geothermal heating and cooling certain types of iumber, gypsum-
systems, and the design of high-efficiency building envelopes  £858d products, recycled steel and

to reduce summer heat gains and winter heat losses. ~Other metals, a“df@-?@“)’_ grown

) . ) “plantings. . -
+  Projects should reduce the impact of heat islands through the -0 =5000
introduction of shade trees at paved areas, the reduction of
paving overall, and the use of light colored materials on paved
areas and roofs to minimize the solar gains.

Infrastructure is the basic =
Physical structure thet is required 1o
maintain g community, including;
transportation system (streets and
Sustainable Sites roads}); sewer system; water supply

. - ' m; rorid (slectricity); etc.

+  Projects should apply dark-sky lighting standards to the .:.fgﬁtaeg;mpévt\:z i??efseecstr;gg:tgm -
design of site and building lighting in order to reduce light .-thébr'e's'su{e and strain that is '
pollution within the community. m ;

‘ placed on these different systems
*  Projects should reduce water demand through the selection of by & variety of factors, which lead

plantings appropriate to the climate, including drought- to their detericration and sventual
tolerant species that will require minimal water during summer  failure, Some of these factors
months. include: aging of the systems (e.g.

pipes begin to crack and break -~
over ime); lack of maintenance . -
‘due to funding shortages; and
.increased dermands suchas ~ - %
increased need for electricity to -
power fights, computers, and air .

: cohq:itioner_s_._ RO

“By.reducing infrastructure stresses -
through better resource -
-management and the -
Implementation of sustainable
development technicues, we can
reduce system fallure and prolong
“thelife of the systems, =~
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5. Signs & Advertising Devices

Design Intent:

To encourage signs and advertising devices in the Borough of Wilkinsburg to positively contribute to the
built environment, enhance the business district, and do not create visual clutter.

Strategy:

Design signs and advertising devices to harmonize with the character of the buildings and open spaces
on and in which they are located, taking into consideration the design, size, height, mounting,
illumination, color, and materials. All signs and advertising devices shall conform to the requirements of

‘the Zoning Code, and shall be reviewed in consultation with the Code Enforcement official of the
Borough of Wilkinsburg.

Recommendations

General

+ The use of signs and advertising devices, including awnings and banners, should be carefully
considered within the context of both building design and the character of adjacent structures. For

example, signage that may be appropriate for the business district may not be appropriate for a
neighborhood district and vice versa.

»  Signs should complement rather than detract from buildings and structures on which they are
located.

« The location of signs and advertising devices should minimize the impact on views to and from sites.

« Signs and advertising devices should be designed and oriented to pedestrians and slow moving
traffic.

« The number of signs on a site or structure should be minimized in order to maximize legibility and
reduce visual clutter.

+  When multiple signs are located on a structure or open space, the signs should complement each
other and be consistent in form, scale, eolor, etc.

» The design of signage and advertising devices should provide clear, legible messages through the
use of appropriate typeface, materials, and colors.

« Businesses are encouraged to install permanent identification signage in lieu of banners and other
temporary devices.

»  Where permitted, temporary sandwich boards on the sidewalk should be removed on a nightly

basis, and should only be utilized during regular operating hours of the business that they are
promoting.

= Intemally illuminated signs and advertising devices are discouraged. Sculptural letters, such as
those cut from metal or wood, may be artfully lit from behind.

+ Signs and advertising devices which incorporate movement are discouraged.
+ Billboards, including LED-based structures, are discouraged.

Signs & Advertising Devices on Buildings & Structures

«  Sign materials should be complementary to the existing architecture and building materials.
Materials should be selected for durability and maintainability.

» Signs placed on buildings should not conflict with architectural features, such as entrances,
windows, comices, pediments, etc.
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«  Signs and advertising devices should be independ
structures, and which can be readily removed with

ent elements that are applied to buildings and
out damaging adjacent finishes and materials.

Signs and advertising devices painted or larminated directly onto buildings are discouraged.
= Temporary advertising and reiatedsignage, such as sale and event signage, should not be located

on the exterior of buildings and structures. Such si
prevent views into or out of occupied spaces.

gnage may be located in windows, but should not
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The Community Art and Civic Design Commission reviews proposals for public art, monuments, and
memorials on public property and private property designated for commercial use. Artistic taste and
judgments regarding aesthetic quality can be subjective. The role of the Commiission is to provide
advice and guidance to applicants from the diverse vantage points represented by the individuals who
serve on the Commission. In addition, the role of the Commission is to provide the community a
platform to express their opinions about projects proposed in the Borough. The Commission will use
the following criteria, their individual expertise and opinions, and the feedback presented by the
community to evaluate works of art, monuments, and memorials,

1. Artist Selection

Intent: ‘
To attract high-quality artists and designers to create projects in Wilkinsburg.

Strategy:

Follow best practices in the field for choosing an artist or designer to create a work of art, monurnent, or
memorial.

Recommendations

- Forworks on public property, artists or designers are chosen through a peer review process by a
committee that includes project stakeholders, Borough representatives, arts and design
professionals, and community members.

»  When works of art, memorials, or monuments are proposed by individuals or organizations with little
or no experience with these types of projects, it is recommended that they consult with an
experienced public art advisor. A list of advisors can be obtained from the Greater Pittsburgh Arts
Council or the Public Art Network of Americans for the Arts.

+  The Commission will carefully consider the community engagement strategies used in for each
project, the content of the project, materials used, intended lifespan, and required maintenance.
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2. Community Engagement

Intent:

To encourage. participation of Wilkinsburg’s residents and visitors in the physical and social
development of Borough.

A community can be defined in many different ways. For the purpose of these review criteria, a
community is a group of people who are connected by a common denorninator such as geography,
interest area, participation or membership in a group, occupation, or other area. More than one
community may be interested in the development of a project, and applicants are encouraged to define
the communities that their project serves and how to engage each one,

Strategy:

Encourage individuals or organizations proposing works of art, monuments, or memorials to involve the
community in the development of the project in a meaningful capacity.

Recommendations

= The role of community members should be well defined, enabling a clear understanding of how they
will participate in the process and what the limits of their participation will be.

« Artist selection panels or committees should include at least two residents of Wilkinsburg who live or
work close to the proposed project site.

+  When it is suitable to the artist or designer who is developing the work of art, monument, or
memorial, community members can be invited to participate in design development.

+  The concept and design for the proposed work of art, monument, or memorial must be clearly
presented to the community during at least one open, public forum outside of the required
Commission review meetings. This meeting must take place before the project is presented to the
Commission for final design approval. Details from these meetings, including photographs and

notes, should be presented to the Commission. Applicants are responsible to present the projact in
a location close to the project site.

« Letters of support for the project from residents and business owners who live or work close to the
project site are required.

= Applicants are required to give a written description and timeline of the community engagement
processes used to develop the project until the time of the review by the Commission. They will also

be required to give a written description and timeline for future community outreach if an application
is approved,

= Applicants must develop a process for keeping the community informed that can be presented to
the Commission for review. Regular progress reports should be made to the community to update
them about the status of the project. Applicants may contact the Wilkinsburgh Community
Developrment Corporation for a list of community organizations, individuals, and listservs.
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3. Aesthetic Considerations

Intent:

To encourage works of art, monuments, and memorials in the Borough that demonstrate aesthetic
excellence, responsiveness to location, creativity, and inventiveness. The Commission would like to see

the Borough be the location for temporary and permanent works of art by a variety of artists to provide
residents and visitors with a breadth of art experiences.

Strategy:

Encourage works of art, monuments, and memorials that will enhance the experience of the Borough
and / or bolster Wilkinsburg's distinct sense of place.

Recommendations

Proposed artwork, memorials, and monuments should be of a high level of aesthetic and artistic

quality. Enduring aesthetic value will especially be considered for works that are to be placed in the
Borough on a long-term basis.

The Commission will review the budget, timeline and intent for each project and consider if the
proposal has reached its highest potential.

The artwork, memorial, or monument shall be the appropriate scale and in context of the proposed
location. Proposed locations should take the following into consideration: visibility; public
accessibility, safety; relationship to existing architectural, landscape, natural, and social features;
future development plans for the area; environmental impact; and relationship to other artworks in
the vicinity.

Each project will be evaluated to determine if it presents a hazard for public safety, or adds to public
safety by improving the quality of the location.

The Commission will examine the breadth of projects available to the public and consider how and if

the proposed project adds to the diversity of projects, artistic approaches, content, and use of
materials in the Borough.

To encourage diversity in public experience of art and design, the Commission will consider the
quantity of works of art, monuments, or memorials created by a single artist or designer on public
property.

When appropriate, the Commission will encourage temporary projects, so the range of works of art,

monuments, and memorials in the Borough are relevant to contemporary artistic practices, design
practices, and community experiences.

The Commission will consider proposals in the context of other works of art available for public
appreciation in the Borough as well as the appropriateness of a proposal in its proposed site. The
Commission will encourage projects that demonstrate appeal to a range of community members.
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4. Project Feasibility

Intent:

To encourage feasible projects in Wilkinsbur

production.

Strategy:

Examined each project for its feasibiiity and convinging evidence of the artist’s, designer’s, and
commissioning organization’s ability to successfully complete the work as proposed. Factors include but

are not limited to project budget, timeline, past work ex
engagement, and applicable zoning,

Recommendations

g that have excellence in process as well as design and

perience, soundness of materials, community
construction, and design guidelines.

Projects will only receive final approval from the Commission
once all of the required funding has been identified, including
maintenance funds. Applicants may choose to divide their
project into smaller, interdependent phases if the entire
project can not be compieted during one phase. The
Cornmission will consider the related components in context
when reviewing phases.

A contract must be in place between the artist, designer, and
commissioning organization that addresses all aspects of the
proposed project, including design, fabrication, and
installation as well as copyright, Visual Artists Rights Act of

1990 (VARA), maintenance responsibilities, and fifespan of the

work.

The commissioning organization, group, or individual
responsible for bringing the project to fruition must identify
one point person to serve as the liison to the Commission.

A detailed budget must be submitted for each project. The
Commission will take into consideration if the budget meets
the scope of work proposed for the project. The

Commission may require applicants to provide professional
cost estimates.

Projects should not conflict with other plans by the Borough

for the chosen site(s). Applicants are encouraged to work
with the Borough to identify other organizations that wouid
benefit from being informed about the proposed project.

“The Visual Artist Rights Act of =
~1990.(VARA) grants protection.to - -
=moral rights 1o arists, regardless of
the physical ownership of the work, .
-or regardless of who helds the
copyright to the work, VARA
- exclusively grants authors of works
“that fall Under the protection of the .
Actto the following rights; =
.. Right fo.claim authorship; .. .
e Right_.to.pr_event__the use of -

. 0ne's name .on any work that
“+ the author. did not create;

e “Right to prevent the use of ©

‘one’s name on any work that

. 'has been distorted, mutiiated,
= 0r modified in'a way that would

be prejudicial to the author's

<. honer.or reputation; - .

. “Right to prevent distortion, " s

o emutilation, ‘or modification that

i ~would prejudice the author's

. honororrepation

+ Iy adldition; authors may prevent I
intentional or.grossly negligent. -
destruction of a work. Exceptions

1o VARA require a.waliver from the

author in writing, . * -
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5. Lifespan and Maintenance

Intent:

To approve projects with reasonable maintenance needs that can be adequately managed by the
Borough or other entity charged with the maintenance of the project. To ensure that art completed in
the Borough does not become a financial burden to the Borough or other entity, and that artwork that is
not maintained well does not become an aesthetic detriment to the Borough.

Strategy:

Ensure that long term projects are constructed of durable, quality materials that can be and adequately
. sustained by the entity charged with maintenance. Ensure that short term projects are constructed of
appropriate materials that will last for the duration of the project. *

Recommendations

The Commission accepts that “maintenance free” is not a realistic expectation for any project.
Determine the expected lifespan for all works of art, monuments, and memorials as well as the
intended appearance of the projects as they age.

Determine in advance what will happen to a project once it is removed from public view and include
these details in the contract. Who will be in charge or removing the work and where will the
components go?

Unless otherwise directed by the Commission, the materials for works of art, monuments, and
memorials that have a planned lifespan of over three years must be reviewed by a professional
conservator. A maintenance plan must be developed in collaboration with the conservator.

The entity that will be responsible for owning and / or maintaining the work of art, memorial, or
monument during its lifespan must be clearly identified. That entity must submit a letter stating their
acceptance of these responsibilities.

Projects on public property that include gardens or greenspace must identify three entities who will
be responsible for maintaining the project during its lifespan. These entities must submit a letter
stating their acceptance of these responsibilities.

Maintenance funds of at least 10% of the project budget should be raised before the project begins
fabrication.

Ensure that the proposal is appropriate for the weather, physical conditions, and topography of the
site.
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Part Four: Pubiic Art Raview Criteria

6. Memorials and Monuments

Intent:

To ensure that long-term memorials and monuments located in Witkinsburg have a quality of
timelessness and make a statement of significance to future generations.

Strategy:
Examine each proposal for a monument or memorial for its long-term relevance to the community;

appropriateness of scale, location, budget, materials; and aesthetic guality.

Recommendations:

+ Memorials or monuments should represent a person, event, or concept (e.g. peace) deemed
significant to Wilkinsburg’s history.

«  Memorials or monuments honor a person or group of people who lived in the past or a past event.
Permanent memerials and moriuments will not be considered for individuals, groups, or events less
than 15 years after their death or the conclusion of the event. The exception is projects that are
creation and renovations of public places and amenities, as outlined in #4 below.

< Because open space is a valuable public asset to be protected for future generations, temporary

memorials and monuments will be encouraged over iong term placements that may render public
space unusable.

The creation or renovation of public places and public amenities as a memorial or monument, e.q.
planting trees, renovating parks, or creating playgrounds, is encouraged. '
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Part Five: Appendices

A

B.

Application Forms

Submission Requirements Checklist

Sémple Letters / Certificates (to be provided by WCACDC)
Empowering Legislation (to be provided by WCACDC)

Review Process Flowchart
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Borough of Wilkinsburg
Application for Review
to the Wilkinsburg Community Art and Civic Design Commission

Municipal Building, 605 Ross Avenue

Wilkinsburg, PA 15221-2145
phone: (412)244-2923 fax: (412)244-2922

Address of Request;

Applicant Name:
Address of Applicant:

Applicant phone number; Applicant e-mail;
Applicant is : .

£l Owner of property

3 Lessee of property

[l Other (explain)

Property Owner Name (if other than applicant):
Address of Property Owner:
Property Owner phone number: Property Owner e-mail:

‘What is being reviewed:

New or renovated structures
Landsdape

Works of art

Memorials and/or monument

ooog

Type of review requested:

Review of project on publicly owned property
Review of new construction on commercial property
Review of renovation on commercial property
Pre-Development Review

Courtesy Review

ooBpood

Project includes (check all that apply}:

Landscaping

New construction

Exterior lighting

Exterior signage

Exterior renovation

Surface parking

Work of art, memorial or monument

Oooooono

For completion by Borough staff:

Date of completed application submission

Proposed date of WCACDC presentation
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Borough of Wilkinsburg
Submission Requirements Checklist
to the Wilkinsburg Community Art and Civic Design Commission

Municipal Building, 605 Ross Avenue
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221-2145
phone: (412)244-2923 fax: (412)244-2922

Applicants are required to complete the Application to the Wilkinsburg Community Art and Civic Design

Commission and to submit the following supporting materials. Materials must be submitted to Borough
staff a minimum of 2 weeks prior to the meeting date,

All applications must include:

O Twelve (12) paper copies of all materials, collated and stapled/clipped with application on front. No

rmaterials should be larger than 11" x 17”. These packets will be distributed to the members of the
Commission.

Electronic version of the submission packet in either JPEG or PDF format. Please limit file size to 2
megabytes.

Location Map.

O

Site Plan, including adjacent context, and highlighting area of work.
Labeled photos of site and its context.

Project narrative (maximum of one page), describing the scope of work, concept, and project goals.
Project budget.

O 0oO0oooao

Statement of property ownership and, where appropriate, description of lease, rental or other
agreement by applicant.

O

Narrative and timeline of community outreach and engagement, including proposed activities as
appropriate.

|

Images of existing conditions.

LI lllustrative drawings of proposed project in context, including but not limited to: colored site plan/
landscape plan; elevations, including scale figures.

In addition, application may be required to include:

[0 Project elevations.

Site detail, including grading, landscaping, lighting, and ground floor building plan.
Maintenance plan (if applicable).

Specific colors and fonts to be used on any text elements, including signage.

Ooooao

Cut sheets or visual representation of proposed site furnishings, including benches, fences, lighting,
etc.

Details of any changes to project since initial submission and review by Commission.
Material samples and colors, including siding, glass and other exterior finishes.
Documentation of outreach to adjacent property owners {e.g. letters of notification).

Letters of support from adjacent property owners and others impacted by project.

O 0OoOooOoaod

Other materials required to clearly communicate the design intent to the members of the
Commission.
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Applications for Public Art, Monument and Memorial projects must include:

O
a
LI

ooooasoao

Project description
Budget

Drawings, models, or other materials that clearly represent the appearance of the project

Samples of materials, material product sheets

Construction documents, unless not required by the Commission
Conservator’s report, if required

Project timeline

Description and timeline of the com munity engagement process
Letters of support

Copy of artist’s contract

Maintenance plan

Monument and Memorials Only:

O

Information about the person, event, or quality that is being honored



