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I. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Tree Work will be performed for the following reasons: 
 
To reduce potential hazards, and/or to provide clearance or visibility for pedestrian or vehicular 
traffic. To provide clearance from structures, and/or to improve tree structure by removing 
dead branches; reducing the weight of branches or stems with included bark; reducing the 
weight towards the ends of all but one co-dominant stem; and thinning the canopy. Although 
we are concerned with aesthetics, the appearance of the trees will be secondary to structural 
and health concerns. 
 
Tree Work will be performed by tree workers who, through related training and on-the-job 
experience, are familiar with the techniques and hazards of this work including trimming, 
maintenance, repairing or removal, and equipment used in such operations. Climbing spurs or 
irons shall not be used when climbing trees, except to climb a tree to be removed or to perform 
an aerial rescue of an injured worker. Equipment and practices that damage bark or cambium 
should be avoided. Rope injury from loading out heavy limbs should also be avoided. This type 
of work is a potentially hazardous occupation and is to be undertaken only by trained 
personnel or under the supervision of trained personnel, all of whom are covered with vehicle 
and equipment insurance, workers compensation, property damage, public liability and 
completed operations insurance. Upon request, Contractor will provide Certificates of 
Insurance to the property owner or manager prior to commencement of any work. It is 
preferred, but not mandatory; that at least 1 ISA Certified Arborist (International Society of 
Arboriculture) is on the job site at all times. 
 
All work is to be done within the scope of the following approved techniques of ANSI 
Standards (or their most current replacement): 
 
ANSI A300 (Part 1) - 2008 for Tree Care Operations - Tree, Shrub, and Other Woody Plant 
Maintenance - Standard Practices (Pruning). 
 
ANSI Z133.1 - 2012 for Arboricultural Operations ï Safety Requirements. 
 
And, any and all other ANSI Standards that may be applicable. 
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All pruning is to be performed in accordance with The International Society of Arboricultureôs 
publication: 
 
Best Management Practices ï Tree Pruning - 2008 (or its most current replacement). 
(A companion publication to:  ANSI A300 (Part 1) - 2008 for Tree Care Operations) 
 
All pruning cuts will be made at a lateral limb that is at least 1/3 of the diameter of the parent 
limb. If a lateral of suitable size is not available, the final cut will be made at the trunk using 
sufficient care so as not to injure the branch bark collar. 
 

Topping Cuts, Heading Cuts and Stub Cuts are all Prohibited. 
 
Any hazardous condition observed, but not addressed during pruning operations, will be 
reported by the contractor, in writing, to the property owner or manager. 
 
All work to be performed in accordance with: 
 
OSHA's Title 29 CFR, part 1910.333, OSHA's General Industry Standards. 
 
OSHA's Title 29 CFR, part 1910.269, OSHA's General Industry Standards - Qualified Line 
Clearance Tree Trimmers (where applicable). 
 
All work to be performed in accordance with: 
 
PA DOT Work Zone Traffic Control Publication 203 - April 1, 1994 
aka. 67 PA Code, Chapter 203 (or its most current replacement). 
 
All work to be performed in accordance with any and all other pertinent local ordinances. 
 
Tree Service Contractors who perform tree removals adding up to $5,000 or more in 1 
calendar year, or $500 or more on an individual project, must be registered with the 
Pennsylvania Attorney Generalôs Office as mandated by the Home Improvement Contractor 
law (Act 132 of 2008). Act 132 was passed by the General Assembly in the fall of 2008 and 
signed into law by the governor to take effect on July 1, 2009.  
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A. Scope of Requirement.  No person may perform any of the following acts without first 

obtaining a permit from the Department.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
exempt any person from the requirements of obtaining any additional permits or license 
as are required by law:  

 
1. Plant, treat (chemically or biologically), prune, remove, or otherwise disturb any 

tree located on Borough-owned property, public rights-of-way, or within Tree 
Protection Zone (See Figure 1) except that this provision shall not be construed 
to prohibit owners of property adjacent to Borough-owned property, public rights-
of-way, or Tree Protection Zone from watering or fertilizing without a permit any 
tree, shrub, or other plants located on such Borough-owned property, public 
rights-of-way, or Tree Protection Zone; 

 
2. Trim, prune, or remove any tree, public or private, or portions thereof if such tree 

or portions thereof may reasonably be expected to fall on Borough-owned 
property or public rights-of-way; 

 
3. Place on Borough-owned property, public rights-of-way, or Tree Protection Zone, 

either above or below ground level, a container for a tree; 
 

4. Attach any rope, wire, sign, poster, or any other man-made object to any tree 
located on Borough-owned property or public rights-of-way; 

 
5. Damage or cut roots larger than 2 inches in diameter by tunneling, trenching or 

digging on Borough-owned property, public rights-of-way, or within the Tree 
Protection Zone for the purpose of sidewalk, curb, pipe, conduit, electric wire, 
etc. installation and repair. 
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B. Issuance.  Permits for the above items may be issued if the following requirements are 

met: 
 

1. An application for a tree permit has been signed by the applicant and submitted 
to The Citizens Advisory Committee on Shade Trees or his/her designee indicating 
general details such as location, number, size and species of trees that will be affected 
by such acts, setting forth the purpose of such acts and the methods to be used, and 
presenting any additional information that the Borough Arborist, or designee may find 
reasonably necessary; 

 
2. The applicant agrees to perform the work for which the tree permit is sought in 

accordance with the provisions of these Rules and Regulations; 
 
3. All work pertaining to the treatment of trees for insect, disease, or other pests 

shall be completed by a person(s) with a current Pesticide Application License 
and proof of license shall accompany the Borough permit application; 

 
4. If the work for which a tree permit is issued entails the felling of any tree or part 

thereof, located on private property, which, as a result of such felling reasonably 
may be expected to fall upon Borough-owned property or public rights-of-way, 
then the applicant shall agree to indemnify and to hold the Borough of Indiana 
harmless for all damages resulting from work conducted pursuant to the permit. 

 
C. Exception.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to exempt abutting property 

owners, municipal authorities, or public utility companies or their agents from any of the 
requirements of these Rules and Regulations.  Only the Borough Arborist, the 
Wilkinsburg Borough Director of Public Works, his/her designee, or a contractor hired by 
the Wilkinsburg Borough Department of Public Works or by the Wilkinsburg Borough 
Department of Code Enforcement may perform work on Borough owned trees without 
obtaining a permit. 
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 Part II. PRUNING AND REMOVAL SPECIFICATIONS 
 
A. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS PERTAINING TO THE PRUNING OF TREES 
 

1. No tree shall be cut back in such a manner that its health or present or future 
safety will be impaired.  An exception to this may occur in tree removal or 
emergency relief of an immediate hazard to person or property.  Any such 
emergency procedures must be reported within one (1) day following the 
emergency to the Borough Arborist or, his/her designee, or the Director of Code 
Enforcement or, his/her designee, or the Director of Public Works along with 
plans for completion or follow-up work submitted for approval. 

 
2. Authority to prune street trees does not include the cutting back of sound, healthy 

tree branches outside the stated purpose of the tree permit issued. 
 

3. It shall not be permitted as a normal practice for any person or firm to top any 
street tree, park tree, or other tree on public property, except as outlined in 
section C.4, Crown Reduction requires special approval after an on-site 
meeting and consultation with the Borough Arborist to determine exactly 
what limbs will be reduced and/or shortened and to what degree. Topping is 
the severe reduction of upper branches of a tree without consideration for its 
normal growth habit or natural form. 

 
4. All dangerous deadwood and all broken limbs or other defective tree parts which 

constitute a hazard to the health of the tree, to public safety, or to property shall 
be removed. 

 
5. Tree branches shall be removed and controlled in such a manner as not to cause 

damage to other parts of the tree or to other plants, people or property. 
 

6. All tools used on a tree known to contain an infectious tree disease shall be 
properly disinfected immediately after completing work in such a tree and prior to 
being used on any other tree. 
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7. All cutting tools and saws used in tree pruning shall be kept adequately 
sharpened to assure clean cuts without jagged edges. 

 
8. When tree pruning all cuts are to be made to a side branch (lateral), at least 1/3 

of the diameter of the branch being cut where feasible. 
 

9. Whenever removing branches too large to hold securely in one hand during the 
cutting operation, such branches shall be cut off several inches beyond the 
intended final cut.  Final cuts shall then be made in a manner to prevent any 
unnecessary tearing of the bark and wood. 

 
10. All final pruning cuts shall be made sufficiently close to the trunk or parent limb, 

without cutting into the branch collar or leaving a protruding stub, so that closure 
can readily start under normal conditions.  Clean cuts shall be made in all cases 
(See Figures 2, 3, and 4) 

 
B. STANDARDS OF WORKMANSHIP FOR PRUNING AND REMOVAL 

 
1. The use of climbing spurs or spikes shall be permitted only in the process of 

removing a tree. 
 

2. Public trees or poles in the public right-of-way shall not be used as an anchor for 
any mechanical device or any process for any reason. 

 
3. Under no circumstances, when in the process of removing a tree or any part of a 

tree, shall the work site be left unattended unless the tree and its branches are in 
a safe condition. 

 
4. Unless the tree work area is totally barricaded or otherwise kept safe while 

pruning or removing trees, at least one responsible worker shall serve to 
coordinate safe operations on the ground at all times when work operations are 
in progress. 

 
5. Under no condition shall it be considered proper to leave any severed or partially 

cut branches in the upper portion of any tree being worked on after the tree 
workers leave the scene of the operation.  
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6. Whenever large tree sections are being cut which may endanger person or 
property, such materials shall be secured by ropes and lowered safely in a 
controlled manner. 

 
7. Cleanup of branches, logs or any other debris resulting from any tree pruning or 

removal shall be promptly and properly accomplished.  The work area shall be 
kept safe at all times during the cleanup operation.  Under no condition shall the 
accumulation of brush, branches, logs or other debris be allowed upon a public 
property in such a manner as to result in a public hazard. 

 
8. All removal of public trees shall be done in a manner so that the remaining 

stumps will be left as close to ground level as possible.  If stump removal is 
required, they shall be ground at least 8 inches below ground level or removed 
intact. 

 
9. Excavations resulting from tree or shrub removal must be properly filled in to 

conform to the surrounding ground level with a clean earth fill lightly compacted 
and free of debris.  Surface material shall be restored to match adjacent material.   

 
 
C. AUTHORIZED TYPES OF TREE PRUNING 
 
Authorized types of tree pruning follow the Tree Care Industry Association's (TCIA) publication:  
ANSI A300 (Part 1) - 2008 for Tree Care Operations - Tree, Shrub, and Other Woody Plant 
Maintenance - Standard Practices (Pruning) (or its most current replacement), and, its 
companion publication, ISAôs Best Management Practices ï Tree Pruning - 2008 (or its most 
current replacement). 

 
The types of pruning are summarized below: 

 
1. Crown Cleaning (See Figure 5) 

Crown Cleaning shall consist of the removal of dead, dying, diseased, crowded, 
weakly attached and low-vigor branches from the crown of the tree.  
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2. Crown Thinning (See Figure 6) 
Crown thinning shall consist of the selective removal of branches to increase light 
penetration and air movement through the crown.  Thinning opens the foliage of 
a tree, reduces weight on heavy limbs, and helps retain the treeôs natural shape. 

 
3. Crown Raising (See Figure 7) 

Crown raising removes the lower branches from a tree in order to provide 
clearance for buildings, vehicles, pedestrians and vistas. 

 
4. Structural Pruning (See Figure 8) 

Structural Pruning is used on young and medium aged trees to engineer a 
sustainable trunk and branch arrangement. 

 
5. Crown Reduction (See Figure 9 and 10) 

Crown reduction reduces the size of a tree, often for clearance for utility lines 
Reducing the height or spread of a tree is best accomplished by pruning back the 
leaders and branch terminals to lateral branches that are large enough to 
assume the terminal roles (at least one-third the diameter of the cut stem). Crown 
Reduction requires special approval after an on-site meeting and consultation 
with the Borough Arborist to determine exactly what limbs will be reduced and/or 
shortened and to what degree. 
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Figure 1 Tree Protection Zone 
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Figure 2 Natural Target Pruning 
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Figure 3 Branch Collars and Cuts 
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Figure 4 Collars and Dead Branches 
 

Page 12 of 28 



 

03-03-2014 
 

 
 
 

Figure 5 Crown Cleaning 
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Figure 6 
Crown Thinning 
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Figure 7 Crown Raising 
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