
  

Wilkinsburg Borough Council   
Work Session   

Minutes  
July 15, 2026    

7:00 PM  

  

  

Call to Order  

President NaTisha Washington   

 

Roll Call  

Vice President Moses Workman 

Pro-Tempore Linda Atkins   

Councilperson Nicole Santella   

Councilperson Chavaysha Cheney  

Councilperson Sabrina Gibson   

Councilperson Renee Haynes-Johnson    

Councilperson Kellen Lovejoy  

Councilperson Alexandria Johnson   

Mayor Dontae Comans  

President NaTisha Washington   

 

Pledge of Allegiance  
  

            Presentation  
  
           An Executive Session of Council took place before tonight’s Council Work Session.  

  

  Wilkinsburg Special Events Committee Intern Report – Michael Della Valla  

          

  Public Comment Items on Agenda  
  

           Terry Supowitz 310 Hays st asked about the Resolution 26-071 and ICE 

           Allen W lives in Edgewood and stands in support in Resolution 26-071 

           Dawn Layman 27 Chestnut St spoke in support of Resolution 26-071 

           Lori Levine 1007 Savannah Ave spoke in support of Resolution No 26-071  

           Nicholas S. a resident of Pittsburgh spoke in support of Resolution No 26-071 

           Deja Baker 506 North Ave Shaler school board director wanted to show support for Resolution  

           Dave Zapelle 45 Franklin Ave a second-year law student at The University of Pittsburgh spoke in 

support of Resolution No. 26-071  

           DeDe Sharp a Wilkinsburg Resident spoke in support of Resolution No. 26-071 



            

   

Agenda Items   

0. Council Committees:  

• Public Safety Committee – Sabrina Gibson (Chair), Chavaysha Chaney, Moses Workman  

-Meeting was changed from 9am to 2pm to accommodate the Magistrate to come and speak to 

residents of Wilkinsburg. The Highrise’s and the problems at Wood Towers and code enforcement 

contacting Gable Ridge resident concerns. The roads and traffic calming options were discussed as 

well as the Tire and Trash situation.  

• Finance, Budget, & Capital Planning Committee – Renée Haynes-Johnson (Chair), Moses 

Workman, NaTisha Washington, Linda Atkins  

-Finance committee reviewed the budget revenue and expenses last meeting. The first meeting of the 

month is to go over the topics previous listed and the 2nd meeting is to discuss grants and both take 

place at 6pm. The meeting discussed Delinquent taxes collection are over $300,000 behind and the 

comparison of the 6 months to last year. 

• Personnel Committee – Kellen Lovejoy (Chair), Alexandria Johnson, Renée Haynes-Johnson  

-Personnel committee has not met yet is not open to the public  

• Infrastructure and Blight Committee – NaTisha Washington (Chair), Nicole Santella (Vice-

Chair), Kellen Lovejoy  

-During this meeting there were 4 RFP presentation on Eastridge library which went over the process 

of the project. There were updates on Graham Blvd project. Also, they discussed the parkway 

closure. Library meeting concluded with the library staying in the Borough Building.   

• Land Bank – NaTisha Washington   

- Land Bank meeting came across a resident on a sheriff sale for 21 years. 

• Special Events Committee – Linda Atkins (Chair), Alexandria Johnson  

- Michael did a great job on his report!  

• Shade Tree Advisory Committee – Linda Atkins (Chair), Renee Dolney  

-During this meeting issues about the trees in Harold Young Sr parklet was discussed and the 

Borough Arborist went out and did air spading which exposes tree root without damage.  

• Mayoral Report – Dontae Comans 

-July 25th is Wilkinsburg Community Day at Hunter Park and starting a Block Watch and adopt a 

block. 

• Managerial Report – Scott Andrejchak o Library Report  

o Finance Report  

  

1. Approving checks issued:  

    

 June 2026  $               1,164,934.60  

 Payroll Disbursement  $                308,070.66  

 Void/Reissued  $                        4,225  

 Total Disbursement  $             1,477,230.26  

  

Motion: Ms. Renee Haynes-Johnson   Second: Mayor Comans 

A Vote of 9-0-1 Motion Carried 

 



2. Resolution 26-071 – Establishing an official policy for enforcement of Non-Criminal Federal 

Immigration Laws.  

Motion: Ms. Chavaysha Cheney    Second: Mayor Comans 

A Vote of 9-0-0 Motion Carried 

 

3. Resolution 26-072 – Approving a Memorandum of Understanding establishing partnership between the 

Borough of Wilkinsburg and UpstreamPGH, in order to receive support in developing the capital 

planning materials and project concepts necessary to prepare for and submit future applications to the 

Clean Water State Revolving Fund, as part of UpstreamPGH’s Clean Water State Revolving Fund 

Technical Assistance Initiative. This program is paid for by funding from the Heinz Endowments, so 

Borough costs are limited to participation from the Borough Engineer.  

                                           Motion Tabled: Ms. Nicole Santella    Second: Mayor Comans 

A Vote of 8-0-1 Motion Carried 

 

4. Resolution 26-073 - Appointing Councilperson Moses Workman to the Joint Tax Committee as the 

Finance Committee Chair elected official appointee.  

                                             Motion: Ms. Chavaysha Cheney    Second: Ms. Nicole Santella 

A Vote of 9-0-0 Motion Carried 

 

5. Ordinance 26-002 – An Ordinance of the Borough of Wilkinsburg, County of Allegheny, 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, amending the Borough of Wilkinsburg District and Ward Map.  

 

 Motion Tabled: Vice President Workman    Second: Ms. Alexandria Johnson 

A Vote of 9-0-0 Motion Carried 

 

 

Public Comment General Information  

Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson updates on Traffic Issues at Ardmore and Rebecca. They are experiencing 

cars coming down the wrong way. She also spoke about the officer not stopping anyone who ran the 

light. She also requested a One-Way sign for safety. 

Kate Luxemburg 432 Rebecca Ave spoke about the out-of-date Alleys in Wilkinsburg and the Ecodes 

Old Business  

Sabrina Gibson asked about the 250-year banner. 

Vice president Workman spoke about May 20th resolution on the Joint tax committee and wanted to take 

a vote on the resolution 26-055 off the table 

                                         Motion: Vice President Workman   Second: Ms. Nicole Santella 

A Vote of 9-0-0 Motion Carried 

 

Resolution 26-055 — Appointing Councilperson Linda Atkins to the Joint Tax Committee as the Finance 

Committee Chair elected official appointee. 

 



                             Motion: Ms. Renee Haynes-Johnson   Second: Ms. Sabrina Gibson 

A Vote of 0-9-0 Motion Carried 

 

New Business  
Sabrina Gibson spoke about July 22 at 6pm will be a community townhall meeting on the youth 

takeovers on 7120 Kelly Street and She also spoke on the reassessment on July 29th at 6pm. NO 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS IN AUGUST 

 

Nicole Santella spoke on Agenda #3 and there will a public meeting on the 24th at 6pm  

  

Adjournment President NaTisha Washington  
  

***Upcoming Council Meetings Date Reminder***  

Council Legislative Session Scheduled for 7:00 p.m., August 5, 2026  

Council Work Session Scheduled for 7:00 p.m., September 2, 2026  


